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Nick Hargreaves is founder and 
owner of leading vacation rental website  
www.vacationrentalpeople.com which to date has 
over 20,000 properties and counting. A charming, 
well travelled man who hasn’t always been within 
the travel industry explains why when he saw a 
gap in the market he jumped right in.

The Player: Tell us about the website, the vacation 
rental market in general and where it is going.
Nick Hargreaves: The market is still not as 
advanced or well known to the public and it 
is still under huge growth. With many people 
owning second homes and now wanting to rent 
them out for a short term, people now want other 
things from their holidays. These include privacy, 
more space and more luxury and ultimately 
being in control. Renting villas gives them all of 
that and more. We offer a website to bring the 
two together. This market is going to continue to 
grow and people renting private homes is quickly 
becoming the new thing in the travel/holiday 
market. VacationRentalPeople.com has grown 
from strength to strength and is now in its third 
year which promises to be the biggest yet, not 
only for property owners looking to promote via 
our website, but also for the market as a whole. 
People’s travel trends are also changing and they 
are now seeking more privacy and luxury but 
not at hotel rates. A vacation rental offers unique 
properties in central locations and beachside 
locations with local influences at competitive 
rates. VacationRentalPeople.com has now got 
over 20,000 properties all over the world. We 
receive in excess of 35,000 property views per 
day and clients have direct access to property 
owners which allows them to plan their leisure 
and business requirements with ease knowing 
that all questions are answered honestly. 2010 
will pick up globally and people’s confidence will 
return. After a tough 2009 people will want to 
reward themselves and travel more and we offer 
properties in almost every country in the world.  
The Player: How did you get into the vacation 
rental market? What were you doing prior to this?
Nick Hargreaves:  I had just sold a recruitment 
company in the UK and decided to see the 
world for a while as I was pretty young. After 
nine months of staying in hotels in 12 different 
countries across the world, I had returned with 
BA to London before my next leg to South 
America and had almost had enough of hotels 
and went on the internet to see if I could rent 
an apartment and that’s how I discovered the 
market. My stay in South America then lasted 
four years where I opened three companies 
including a city rental company, before moving 
to a global website.

The Player: What are the advantages of using a 
vacation rental as opposed to say a hotel?
Nick Hargreaves: The advantages are 
extensive. From privacy to seclusion to prime 
locations and a feel for the local ambiance 
– a vacation rental apartment is in so many 
ways a better option to a hotel. You are totally 
independent of time frames and restrictions, 
no other guests to bump into, no corridor 
noise etc. Above all the experience is unique. 
You also have so much more space and it feels 
somewhat special being able to invite guests 
back whether they are business associates or 
friends and share these properties with them. 
Most properties are bigger that most people’s 
homes anyway, so you really do get a unique 
experience. From a cost perspective you also 
get more for your money.  
The Player: Tell us about some of the best 
vacation rental properties on the site for The 
Player readers – some real hidden gems, luxury 
properties or places to be seen.
Nick Hargreaves: After a few minutes 
searching you soon become spoilt for choice  
– we have so many truly memorable and 
unique properties anywhere in the world. 
Here is a selection:
www.vacationrentalpeople.com/rental-property.
aspx/World/Asia/Thailand/Phuket/ 
Villa-29128?s=fp 
www.vacationrentalpeople.com/rental-property.
aspx/World/Caribbean/Barbados/St-James/
Sandy-Lane/Villa-21989 
www.vacationrentalpeople.com/rental-property.
aspx/World/Europe/France/Ile-de-France-
(Paris-Area)/Paris/Apartment-6457
www.vacationrentalpeople.com/rental-property.
aspx/World/USA/Florida/East-Coast/Miami/
Villa-11728 
The Player: What other business areas are you 
involved in?
Nick Hargreaves: Property, call centres and 
entertainment
The Player: What next for you?
Nick Hargreaves: I want VacationRentalPeople.
com to have double the number of properties 
on there currently and then create a shuttle 
site dealing with some of the very busy areas 
including cities across Europe offering booking 
services and more. This will be our real unique 
selling point offering the full package. As this 
market is still new there is so much more that 
can be done and will be done to make the 
whole experience more enjoyable. Then when 
I am bored I will find something else to do! At 
this moment I am 100% focused on the current 
project and I get a great lifestyle out of it from 
a travel point of view.
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Plan your next trip now at www.vacationrentalpeople.com
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